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Part Three: 
Knowledge, Theories, and Models: The Problem of Extinction, Resurgence, and 
Tradition 
 

The Capture of the Indigenous in the Social Sciences: 
Extinction and Evolution 

 
Evolution and Extinction: Theory or Ideology? Science or Religion? 
 

 Theory 
 Ideology 

 
How social reality works vs. how it ought to work 
 

 Science and Religion 
 Book of Genesis (Genesis 9:18 through 9:27): origins and typology of the 
world’s known peoples. 

 
 Noah’s three sons were: Japheth, Ham, and Shem. 

 
See: http://niv.scripturetext.com/genesis/9.htm 
See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sons_of_Noah 
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Theories of Evolution 
 

 polygenetic evolution and monogenetic evolution 
 

 Polygenesis: “Sons of Noah,” multiple and separate ancestors; evolution 
along separate lines; eventual death of inferior races (unfit for survival); 
Alfred Russell Wallace 

 
 Monogenesis: “Adam and Eve,” common ancestry, sameness of humanity, 
unlineal evolution, the eventual passing of inferior cultures (unfit for 
adaptation), move from “childhood” to “adulthood;” Charles Darwin 

 
 POLYGENESIS MONOGENESIS 
Judgment: “Inferior” “Backward” 

Future: Doomed to die out Must Westernize to survive 

Concept: Races Cultures 

Politics: Racism Ethnocentrism 

Policies: Enslavement, killing Assimilation 
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Polygenesis 
 

 no single human species 
 

 not all Polygenists were evolutionists; some believed in creationism, 
rejected evolution 

 
 Indigenous Peoples: biologically, unfit for survival 

 
 taxonomy 
 Carl Linnaeus’ four types: Americanus, Europeus, Asiaticus and Afer 

 
 1840s and 1850s, Josiah Nott, George Gliddon, and Samuel Morton -- the 
American school of ethnology 

 
 Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, Personal Memoirs of a Residence of Thirty Years 
with the Indian Tribes (1851): 

 
“he is subject to be swayed by every breath of opinion, has little fixity of 
purpose, and, from a defect of business capacity, is often led to pursue just 
those means which are least calculated to advance his permanent interests, 
and his mind is driven to and fro like a feather in the winds” 
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"Their moral and their intellectual condition have been equally stationary...." 
And since they are incapable of evolving, their absence from the future would 
be certain 
 

 Richard Lee, “The Extinction of Races,” Journal of the Anthropological 
Society of London, Vol. 2, 1864: 
“It has been estimated that the Hawaiians have been reduced as much as 
eighty-five per cent during the last hundred years. The natives of Tasmania 
are almost, if not quite, extinct. The Maories are passing away at the rate of 
about twenty five per cent every fourteen years, and in Australia, as in 
America, whole tribes have disappeared before the advance of the white 
man.” xcv 

 
 Professor Waitz, quoted in T. Bendyshe, “On the Extinction of Races,” 
Journal of the Anthropological Society of London, 1864. 

“This extinction of the lower races is predestined by nature, and it would thus 
appear that we must not merely acknowledge the right of the white American 
to destroy the red man, but perhaps praise him that he has constituted himself 
the instrument of Providence in carrying out and promoting this law of 
destruction. The pious manslayer thus enjoys the consolation that he acts 
according to the laws of nature, which govern the rise and extinction of races” 
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Monogenesis 
 James Cowles Prichard, Thomas Hodgkin, and Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton: all 
humankind had a single origin 
 cultural evolutionist theory. 

 
 the essential biological and intellectual similarity of all peoples 

 
Indigenous Peoples are to Europeans as Children are to Adults 
 

 In anthropology: Edward Burnet Tylor and Lewis Henry Morgan 
 
 
Is Extinction Over Yet? 

 “Salvage ethnography” 
 

 Franz Boas 
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