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When Russell Means wrote about what happened to Indigenous Peoples under European 
domination as constituting “genocide,” a genocide that started to occur from the very start of 
colonization, it would seem that many researchers and public commentators have furnished 
much evidence and analysis to support his argument. Others, however, may wish to question the 
applicability of the concept of genocide. 
 
In that vein, please discuss the extent to which “genocide” is an applicable and useful concept, 
given the evidence, and then discuss the extent to which it may not be so. In your conclusion, 
explain which stance you prefer to take on the usefulness and/or applicability of genocide as a 
way of understanding the Indigenous experience under colonialism. 
 
Please note the following revised guidelines: 
 
• This exam paper is due in class, at the start of class. Only printed copies can be accepted, 

please do not send files by email. No extensions will be granted. 
• Please type your paper, using Times New Roman, 12 point font, exactly as you see here. 
• Please double-space your paper. 
• Please use 1 inch margins on all sides of your paper. 
• Please number your pages, include your name at the top, and staple the pages together. 

Reviewers cannot be held responsible for any lost pages. 
• There is no need for a cover page. 
• To refer to assigned readings, simply list the surname of the author of a chapter, or the author 

of a book. Please note that the Maaka volume consists of chapters written by different authors, 
and not Maaka, who is the editor. 

• If you quote any material outside of what was assigned (not required), please add a 
bibliography at the end of your paper, with as much detail as possible about the item (author, 
year of publication, title, publisher). 

• For this exam, you must not exceed more than six (6) pages. 
• This exam is worth 30% of your final grade, and will be marked out of 30 points. 
• Unlike the first exam, this one does require a formal essay structure, that is, with a complete 

introduction and conclusion. 
• Failure to respect the formatting guidelines could result in a deduction of as many as 5 points. 
 
 


